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D I STI LLE RI ES by Frankie Victor, PL Eng, BCQ and Jeff Mitchell, M Eng, P Eng, CP

Sentence 3.1.2.1.(1) outlines the Building Code’s major occupancy classifications. The intent is to “classify buildings or
portions of buildings based on use and occupancy to determine the appropriate requirements in the Building Code”.

The Building Code broadly classifies a distillery as a Group F,
Division 1 occupancy regardless of the size or relative hazard of
the operation. According to our research, prior to the 1920’s the
small family-operated distillery was a significant part of the North
American liquor industry. Prohibition put all but the largest
operations out of business and triggered an era of industrial type
distilleries. Thus, the inclusion of distilleries in the Building Code
as an example of a Group F, Division 1 occupancy reflects the
large industrial operation that has been the norm for the past 90
years.

The objectives related to protection of Group F, Division 1
occupancies are to limit the effects of fire on occupants and on
the building and to limit the potential for occupants being delayed
in moving to a safe place. The only guidance provided with regard
to distilleries is their inclusion in Appendix A as an example of a
high hazard industrial occupancy.

Based on analysis of combustible contents, including the potential
explosion hazards we have determined at more than 40
distilleries that the occupancy classification does not meet the
definition of hazard industrial occupancy as defined by the
Building Code.
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The information in this letter is for discussion purposes only. Refer to applicable Building Codes and Fire Codes for actual requirements.
The designer should always check with the AHJ for local policies and interpretations regarding the foregoing.
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